William J. Gerhardt MD
June 30, 1928 - February 5, 2020

William John "Bill" Gerhardt MD, age 91, beloved pediatrician of Westwood, Cincinnati,
OH, passed peacefully from this life on Wednesday February 5, 2020 into eternal life at
Twin Towers Senior Living Community. Dr. Gerhardt was born in Cincinnati, OH June 30,
1928, the first child of William Jacob Gerhardt and Eleonora Gerhardt (nee Yalen). He was
preceded in death by his parents, his only brother John Y. Gerhardt, and his devoted and
supportive wife of 56 years, Ruth Mae Gerhardt (nee Moak). Devoted father of David W.
(Jody) of Flat Rock, NC, Richard P. (Dawn) of Madras, OR, Timothy D. (Annamarie
Borich) of Cincinnati, OH, loving grandfather of Braden (Kasi), Andrew (Kim), Nathan
(Nuka), Jasper (Tayler), Aurora and Willow, loving great grandfather of Hadley, Hollis,
Celestine and Didier and uncle of Jill Orobello, John Gerhardt (Monica) and Dan Moak
(Jennifer).
“Doctor Bill,” a native of Western Hills, went to Westwood Elementary School and
graduated from Western Hills High School where he lettered in basketball and tennis and
was president of the Latin Club. He received his pre-med degree from the University of
Cincinnati in 1950 and his MD from UC’s College of Medicine in 1954, where he was class
president. He served two years in the United States Air Force at Ent Air Force Base in
Colorado where he was a Captain in the 615th Infirmary Medical Corps. He completed his
Pediatric Residency at Columbus Children’s Hospital and was Chief Resident in 1960.
He served as a community pediatrician at Westside Pediatrics for over 38 years in the
Western Hills Community of Cincinnati, where he cared for 7,581 newborns, including two
sets of quadruplets at the same time, and spent his entire career, and the rest of his life,
as an advocate for children in the community, the Church and in the medical profession.
He experienced great joy and deep satisfaction in having his early clientele as classmates,
friends and neighbors, and then having their children, his patients, grow up, marry and
later bring their own children.
In addition to his pediatric practice he was an attending pediatrician at Children’s Hospital
Medical Center from 1960-1998 and was president of the Medical and Dental Staff in

1978. He served as Acting Medical Director of the Convalescent Hospital for Children from
1960-61 and was Director of Pediatrics at Christ Hospital from 1981-1990. He served on
the Cincinnati Pediatric Society Executive Council and was president in 1979. He was a
preceptor for residents, medical students, pre-meds, and nursing students. He was
appointed Clinical Professor of Pediatrics at UC College of Medicine in 1980, as a
volunteer, now emeritus.
As volunteer Historian of the Children’s Hospital Medical Center and as a member of the
Staff Bulletin editorial committee for over three decades, he wrote articles about faculty
and staff and the rich heritage of the hospital each month. He founded and directed the
Mitchell-Nelson Library which helps tell the story of Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. The
library holds a treasure trove of books, papers, artwork, old medical equipment and even
Albert Sabin’s desk. Under his guidance the historic timeline of eleven decades of historic
milestones and the Gail Englender Infant Feeder display were accomplished. He devoted
10 years to researching and writing a book on the history of Children’s Hospital, with
emphasis on the Edward L. Pratt 1963-1979 era, which was published in 1999. He was
also founder and director of the Cincinnati Pediatric Society’s Hall of Honor.
In the community, he served as a member of the Board of Trustees of the City Gospel
Mission in Over-the-Rhine for 26 years, the Cincinnati Crises Pregnancy Center for 10
years, the Board of Directors of the Children’s Discovery Center in the Natural History
Museum 5 years and on the Advisory Boards of Citizens for Community Values, and
Cincinnati Teen Challenge Advisory Board and Family Counseling Services and on the
Youth Services Advisory Board of Juvenile Court. He was one of two delegates for
Hamilton County to the 1979 White House Conference on Families, one of the team
physicians for football, basketball and soccer at Western Hills HS for 16 years, and a merit
badge counselor for the Boy Scouts for over 20 years. He served on the Board of
Directors Association of Western Hills Athletic Alumni and authored the Western Hills High
School History for their 75th anniversary.
He was an active member of Cheviot-Westwood Kiwanis for 56 years, with perfect
attendance for 49 years, served on the Board of Directors, was President in 1971, served
as Youth Committee Chairman, Program Chair and Historian for many years and wrote
the history of Cheviot-Westwood Kiwanis for their Golden Anniversary in 1987. In
recognition of his service to the community, he was named Cheviot-Westwood Kiwanis
Club’s “Citizen of the Year” in 1987 and received further recognition in 1994 when he was
selected as Grand Marshal of the Harvest Home Parade when the theme was “Family
Values.”

Dr. Gerhardt was most recently a member of Evangelical Community Church where he
served as a Ruling Elder and organized the annual Men’s Retreat. In the wider church and
Christian community, because of his Hippocratic conviction of the sanctity of human life,
he served as Chairman of the Resource Center for Alternatives to Abortion, as Chairman
of the Cincinnati Presbytery Pro-Life Committee, and as a member of the national
Presbyterian Pro-Life Board of Directors for one year. For 36 years he was the leader and
convener of the 6:30 AM Friday Morning Men's Bible Study. He served as Chairman of the
Greater Cincinnati Young Life Committee in the 70s and for five years was the lay ViceChairman of the Billy Graham Tri-State Crusade held in Cincinnati in 1977. In fact, during
this time, he gave Mr. Graham his yellow fever inoculation before Mr. Graham went to
India.
Doctor Bill enjoyed speaking and teaching and his favorite talks were
“The Health of the Presidents” and “The Spiritual History of the United States.” In 1990 he
received the Cincinnati Pediatric Society’s Recognition Award for distinguished
contribution to the health, interest, and welfare of the children in our community. In 1992
he received the Maroon Award from Western hills High School as the outstanding
alumnus. In 1999 he received the University of Cincinnati’s College of Medicine
Distinguished Alumni Award. In 2001 he received the Cincinnati Academy of Medicine
Daniel Drake Humanitarian Award, given to a living physician who displays a history of
outstanding selflessness and dedication to the needs of others and has made
humanitarian contributions to medicine and the community.
In 2005 he was inducted in to the Western Hills High School Athletic Hall of Honor. In
2010 he was nominated by the Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center for “his
tireless efforts toward preserving the heritage of Cincinnati Children’s for the last 30 years,
and for his countless hours of other volunteer community service” to receive the
prestigious Jefferson Award that recognizes individuals for acts of outstanding public
service. On June 4, 2019 a plaque was unveiled in the Mitchell-Nelson History Library at
Cincinnati Children’s Medical Center, formally dedicating the library contents as the
“William J. Gerhardt Research Collection.”
Dr. Gerhardt brought honor and distinction to his profession, his community, his church
and ultimately, to his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Visitation Saturday, February 22, 2020, 9:30-10:30 A.M. at the Evangelical Community
church, 2191 Struble Rd., Cinti. 45231, followed by a Memorial Service at 10:30 A.M.
Reception following at the church.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the Evangelical Community Church 2192
Springdale Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45231; City Gospel Mission, 1805 Dalton Ave, Cincinnati,
OH 45214 or Life Forward Pregnancy Care of Cincinnati, 2415 Auburn Ave, Cincinnati,
OH 45219.
www.dennisgeorgefunerals.com
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Comments

“

Dr Gerhardt was such an important part of the Cincinnati Pediatrics community. You
can't tell the story of Pediatrics in Cincinnati without talking about Bill and all the
things he contributed as a leader and historian. As a young pediatrician he was a
great role model and mentor. He touched so many with his kind and gentle soul. He
will be missed.

Teresa Esterle - February 16 at 09:23 AM

“

Thank you Dr. Gerhardt for taking care of my daughters Jennifer and Kathleen Burke.
It is with great pride and admiration that you were our pediatrician. You will be greatly
missed. May God bless with everlasting life.

Felicia Burke - February 15 at 02:39 PM

“

Thank you Dr Gerhardt for taking care of me and my siblings and then our children.
We loved seeing you every year when you were working at the Harvest Home Fair.
RIP

Debbie Burke Breckheimer - February 15 at 08:03 AM

“

I worked for Dr. Gerhardt and Gregory. Dr. Gerhardt was the sweetest man. His wife
gave me a recipe for Parmesan Roll ups, that I still make today. Such great
memories. He was an amazing man and a Doctor. He was the reason after I moved
away from Cincinnati that I went and became a Medical Assistant/ Phlebotomists.

Mary Grace Gough /Ross - February 14 at 11:47 AM

“

Dr. Bill showed real passion for Life and care for children, including those yet to be
born! I am grateful for his advocacy for Life, his impact on the board at the Cincinnati
Crisis Pregnancy Center (now called Life Forward), and his impact on me personally.
My condolences to his family on the loss of this wonderful man of God. - Steve

Stephenson, Executive Director of Life Forward
Steve Stephenson - February 13 at 04:22 PM

“

I will never forget your kindness when I was a child especially when both of my legs
were in casts. I really loved seeing you again when I worked at Cincinnati Children’s.
All of your patients loved you-your kind heart
will be missed.

Amy Simon Schutte - February 13 at 12:16 PM

“

He was my pediatrician until I turned 18. I remember him being so gentle and soft
spoken and he always put me at ease. A wonderful man and wonderful doctor.

Jodie Thomas (Hopkins) - February 13 at 09:11 AM

“

My sister and I went to Dr Gerhardt when we were little, I still have such great
memories of him. He was such a great and caring man. Rest in Peace and thanks for
making our first experiences with doctors so positive!

Heidi Levering - February 13 at 05:51 AM

“

Being a part of the Young Life ministry you knew who Dr.Bill was. His love for this
ministry was evident in all he did for those of us who were the area leaders. He'd
never take any payments from me for anything medical while I was an area leader. I'll
see you when I get home Dr.Bill.

Tim Sandlin - February 12 at 11:27 PM

“

Dr. Bill was my Dr. growing up and then took care of my children. The best Dr. you could
ask for, very kind, thoughtful, and loving person. RIP Dr. Gerhardt
Linda (Sullivan) Peyrosky - February 13 at 03:02 PM

“

Definitely one of the best pediatricians around! My mom took me to him and Dr.
McClellan, and I took my daughters to him! RIP!

Nancy Blessing - February 12 at 10:32 PM

“

I agree with you, graduated from Western Hills High School with Dr Gerhardt, he was the
best. I took my children to him and Dr McClellan and my daughter took her children to him.
We had some very good memories of Dr Gerhardt. He was very close to our sports Dept in
WHHS and made the most arrangements for all of our reunions which were held at
Western Hills Country Club for years. We even celebrated our 80th birthday party together
with Dr Gerhardt and his wife the same way as our reunions. He was a great man.
Juanita Bollinger, nee Engel - February 12 at 11:24 PM

“

I took my children to Dr. Gerhardt many years ago when he had his office on
Glenmore. He was the best. I also worked in that office for awhile. those were good
times. he will truly be missed. He was one of a kind. He was very special. he will now
be with his partner, Dr. Gregory and I am sure they will have good times together.

jennifer burbacher - February 11 at 09:45 AM

“

Dr. Gerhardt took such great care of my son, Nate, when he was a baby. He’s 22
years old now. When I found out that Dr. Gerhardt was retiring, I was so upset. He
was one of my favorite people ever. Thank you, Dr. Gerhardt, for a job well done. You
were an amazing pediatrician and we loved you. I’m certain you will be greatly
missed. I wish peace for your loved ones at this difficult time.

Anne Moorman - February 10 at 01:46 AM

“

I will never know how one man did all of this and still had time to talk to all of his patients
like he had nothing else to do. I had 7 children and he took care of all of them. My 4th child
was born on his birthday. I could never count the many times he helped me. He was so
very kind. I'm sure he is celebrating in heaven now
Mary Jo Seiler - February 12 at 07:04 AM

“

Dave and Family
Though I never knew your Dad, I'm very sorry to learn of your loss and extend my most
heartfelt sympathies.
Gary Hermann
Gary B Hermann - February 12 at 10:20 AM

“

Dave and family,
May peace and love be with you now at this heartfelt time. Celebrate his life!!!!! If ever there
was a mans life to celebrate , it is his.. May God bless you and your family. You do
remember who lived next to me growing up? Thought so. Many fond memories.
Pattie Schulte - February 12 at 10:18 PM

“

Sending condolences and prayers to his family and friends. Dr.
Gerhardt was my sons doctor from birth to age 18. Jon is now 49 years old. He was never
afraid to go see his doctor even if there was an injection involved. He also had the ability to
calm down his mother down. Dealing with a nurse mother can be stressful and he always
knew how to settle me down with his gentleness and kindness. RIP you will be missed.
Sandy O’Donnell
Sandy O’Donnell - February 13 at 02:13 AM

“

A giant gentle man, he was the pediatrician for myself and siblings and he was my choice
for all five of my own children. A kinder, gentler, more caring man he could not have been.
Even after retiring he continued to be a large presence in the West side community. RIP,
your time here is completed. You have touched so many lives and made such a difference.
Time to rest...
mch - February 13 at 07:42 AM

“

I remember when dr. Gerhardt dr. Gregory and dr. McClellan all started out at Glenmore
and Diana avenue. he was our family doctor for many many years and then as my children
were born he took care of my four kids he was a great man he was thoughtful loving caring
and the best doctor in the community. He will be greatly missed by all our thoughts and
prayers go out to the family of dr. Gerhardt and may he rest in peace now and always.
Linda (Sullivan) Petrosky - February 13 at 03:08 PM

“

When I was a child in Cheviot Dr. McClellan was my Dr. When I had my children I
took.them to Dr. McClellan and Dr. Gerhardt . DR. Gerhard was a very kind and caring Dr.
Later I saw him.and his wife at College Hill Presbyterian Church. Still later at Twin Towers
Retirement Home. He led a life of purpose and I wish him peaceful rest!
Ginny Hempfling McCarthy - February 14 at 12:32 PM

“

Dr Bill was a beautiful example of kindness and gentleness. The world lost a wonderful
man when he left us. He took wonderful care of my 3 children and I only wish my
grandchildren and great grandchildren could have had someone as great as he was. What
a legacy he left behind! Sincere condolences to his family from the Waples Family
Kathy - February 15 at 06:19 PM

