John R. Childs
February 11, 1971 - July 20, 2020

John R. Childs, 49, July 20, 2020, Miami Heights. Husband of Ellen Dumke Childs,
devoted father of Morgan, Emma, Austin & Luke, beloved son of the late Clara (nee
Hannah) & Dennis Childs, dear brother of Kevin Childs (April) & Sharon Hadada. Also
survived by his in-laws, Phil & Jane Dumke, Craig & Arlene Dumke, Beth & Jeff Reupert,
nieces & nephews. John had a career as a general contractor. Services at the
convenience of the family. In lieu of flowers, memorials to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church,
Three Rivers Acclaim Fdn. or Three Rivers Athletic Boosters.
www.dennisgeorgefunerals.com

Comments

“

We did not know John, but know Jane and Phil. He must have been an amazing
man, husband, father and friend.....a life well lived . Ellen, children, and all your
family, may the Lord give you His peace. Larry and Marti Knippa Huseman from
Houston.

Marti Knippa Huseman - July 27 at 03:03 PM

“

Ellen, I am so sorry for your loss. I have been keeping you and your family in my
prayers.

Crista Eberhart - July 27 at 01:36 PM

“

Comfort & Light 30" Sonnet was purchased for the family of John R. Childs.

July 25 at 12:39 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers for the family. John was an amazing person. I always
enjoyed our conversations after church. And his voice..... He sang with Emma one
day at church and I was just blown away. Never new he could sing like that. You will
be missed dearly.

Bryan & Jennifer Kent - July 25 at 12:33 PM

“

Ellen and family, I am so very sorry and saddened to hear of John’s passing. It’s has
been years since we spoke but John left a mark on me when we first met at Fidelity
and we became work teammates and then golfing buddies. He was always a deep
thinker and had an uncanny sense to present thoughts and questions and make you
think differently about things. He also had a wonderful sense of humor to go with his
seriousness which connected me and I really did enjoy being around him. I regret we
grew apart through the years. I offer prayers and condolences to you and your family
during this difficult time. Terry Smith

Terry Smith Jr - July 24 at 11:09 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John R. Childs.

July 24 at 09:40 AM

“

I was fortunate to have gotten to know John very well. We were in Caroling choir and
Chorale together. I pray for his widow and children, and that they have peace
knowing that their father respected others of different backgrounds; therefore, he is
respected, as well, and will be missed by all of his SCPA classmates.

Paul Washington - July 24 at 12:05 AM

“

John was a dear friend during our school years at SCPA. He was an amazing singer
and a warm and kind human. I am terribly saddened that he is no longer with us, and
I am at a loss for words. I'm brokenhearted for his loving family, and it was so
obvious that he adored you all. My hope is that comfort finds you in these difficult
days.

Jenni Bowring - July 23 at 02:46 PM

“

I am a friend of John from SCPA. I keep waiting for the right words to come to me to
express what’s on my heart, or maybe what’s missing now but they just aren’t there
yet so I will just let you know that he meant a lot to me we were friends through high
school he held some of my history. I will miss him and I am sending love to his family.
I can’t imagine what you are going through.

Quanita Roberson - July 23 at 10:56 AM

“

Ellen, I am so sorry for your loss. Please reach out and let me know if you need
anything at all. You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers.
-Penny Stephens

Penny - July 23 at 09:05 AM

“

No words can express the sorrow I feel for you and your family. Heaven is gaining
one heck of a sweet man. I am so-so sorry for your loss. Sending many prayers to
you and the family.
Carla Lang

Carla Lang - July 23 at 08:56 AM

“

Thoughts & Prayers was purchased for the family of John R. Childs.

July 23 at 07:31 AM

“

Ellen, I am so very sorry to hear about your loss. My thoughts and prayers will be
with you and your family during this difficult time. Please reach out to me if you need
anything.
Vicky Harrison

Vicky Harrison - July 23 at 07:15 AM

“

Ellen and family, I am at a loss for words. I met John and worked with him on several
projects at Citi. He was always so kind and helpful and we had such a wonderful
working relationship. I can only say that he was so proud of you and the kids and
such a stand up guy. He had a great sense of humor and made our toughest projects
bearable and was a blessing to all of us. May God comfort and strengthen you and
the children in the days ahead with only the best of memories.
Debi Boring
Gray, TN

Debi Boring - July 22 at 11:58 PM

“

I am so sorry. I just now saw this on Facebook. John was such a sweet and
wonderful person. John used his beautiful voice in my choir at Grace Lutheran so
many years ago. He was funny, caring, and loved his family more than anything.
My heart goes out to Ellen and his gorgeous children, Beth, Craig, Jane, Phil and all
of his family who I did not know.

eddie abernathy - July 22 at 11:48 PM

“

I met John when he coached my daughter Lydia’s community basketball team. He
was a humble, kind and considerate man. He encouraged Lydia and all of the girls to
do their best. I never saw him once when he did not ask me about Lydia or tell me he
saw her do well at a sporting event. He always had a smile and a kind word anytime
that I saw him. I am praying for comfort for Ellen , Morgan, Em and the twins. I can’t
imagine the pain you are feeling right now.

Sandra Bruns - July 22 at 11:40 PM

“

John was my brothers best friend at SCPA so growing up that made him like my
brother. He moved in with us his senior year of high school. Our small 2 bedroom 1
bathroom apartment had plenty of room for a 6th family member. I recall hopping off
his motorcycle, that I wasn't allowed on, and burning my leg on the muffler. That scar
lasted for many years. I can remember when Ellen and John started dating when we
all worked at Burger King. We had a great group of kids that worked there. It seems
like this all was only a few years ago but Many years have flown by.
Please know that your family is in our prayers during this extremely difficult time. May
he rest in peace.

Sally Adkins - July 22 at 10:24 PM

“

John, was one of the Stars at SCPA. As a younger student we looked up to the older ones
and admired their talent. RIH my friend .
Deondra Means - July 23 at 02:19 AM

“

I met John when he worked at my house. He put a deck on my house and installed a
railing on my home. He was such a great man. So friendly and such a good worker. I
saw him on Facebook with his family on different trips. I am so sorry for his family
and friends. I know he will be missed. My deepest sympathy to the family.

jackie miller - July 22 at 10:12 PM

“

Many memories growing up and spending time at grandma and grandpa’s house ... I
loved listening to him play the piano “back in the day”- he could just play by ear.
Thinking of your family, Ellen. May he Rest In Peace.

Dawn (Hannah) Balonier - July 22 at 07:23 PM

“

Knew John from SCPA. Awesome guy always kind. He will be missed. Heaven has
gain a wonderful person.

Sherri Ranson - July 22 at 07:09 PM

“

I worked with John and Ellen at Burger King on glenway back in high school. Always
fun times. He will be missed. Prayers to you all.

becky wessendarp haehnle - July 22 at 06:23 PM

“

Ellen I have no words to help you recover from this tragedy but just know that I am praying
for you and your kids. You paid it forward years ago when Fidelity moved me to
Dallas alone and single and found out I had cervical cancer. You and your husband
sent me the most encouraging card and I have never forgotten your kindness. In the
days, months, weeks ahead - I will be thinking of you. I know I posted a few things on
Johns FB page thanking him for his commitment to the bigger picture during COVID19. I don’t know the circumstances of his passing, but I do remember the love you
had for each other as high school sweethearts and the stories you shared with me
long ago in the call center. I can only hope that his legacy will live in in your children his dedication and passion for hard work and commitment to get it DONE. I have

thought of you often over the years and love that we’ve maintained contact even
from afar.
Donica Masterson-Ruano - July 22 at 06:22 PM

“

You will be missed. You were a great friend and co-worker. My thoughts and prayers
are with your family.

Shane Harmon - July 22 at 05:53 PM

“

I worked with John at Citi for a long time. He was always so helpful, approachable
and caring. I am saddened. Prayers for his lovely family

Rhonda Neace - July 22 at 05:37 PM

“

John was an amazing person who truly put others first. I had the pleasure of working
with him at dhl. I looked at him as a role model and he got me through so much!
May he Rest In Peace!

Ryan Bravo - July 22 at 05:26 PM

“

Ellen, Morgan, Emma, Luke and Austin, Sending you all hugs and love. John had a
good heart. May he rest in peace. Debbie Ostling

Debbie Ostling - July 22 at 04:56 PM

“
“

Ellen I am so sorry for your loss. Prayers to you and your family
Becky Wiseman - July 22 at 05:09 PM

Ellen I am truly sorry for your loss. I can't believe this. My prayers go out to you and your
entire family. Please let me know if you need anything. Mandi Burbridge
Mandi Burbridge - July 22 at 06:23 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of this dear man’s passing. He did remodeling work at our house
for several days & I came to feel very close to him and to admire him greatly. He took time
to pray with our very young grandkids and told us of his missionary work in Appalachia. I
thought he was a saint on earth. This breaks my heart.
Mary Ann Robbe - July 22 at 07:40 PM

“

When ever I was moved to tears by the beautiful music at church, I would look at John and
see his tears too and we would smile. He had a beautiful heart!
Lynn Hensler - July 22 at 08:52 PM

“

Ellen,
I am thinking of you and your family. I am so sorry for the loss of your husband. May God
hold you and your family close during this time.
Jeff
Jeff Spencer - July 23 at 07:28 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss and really saddened with John's passing. I worked with John at
Citi, and I still remember how dearly he loved his family. John would share how he had the
cutest wife, and there were also lot's of happy discussions about the kids. I'm praying for
you and your family. Lisa Wright
Lisa Wright - July 28 at 09:50 PM

