Betty J Sehlhorst
May 3, 1926 - July 16, 2020

Betty Rittenhouse Sehlhorst May 3, 1926 – July 16, 2020. Age 94.
Betty was the last person of 5 generations of her family to be born in the farmhouse up on
the Rittenhouse homestead in North Bend. Betty was very proud of her family heritage.
William Rittenhouse came down on a flat boat and settled in North Bend in the late 1780s.
She has the original deed signed by James Madison. She has several items in the
Harrison-Symmes Memorial Museum in Cleves.
Betty is preceded in death by husband of 40 years Linus Sehlhorst, her parents Herbert
and Mabel Love Rittenhouse, her aunt Cora Rittenhouse, her brother Robert Rittenhouse
and his wife Mary, her son in law Don McCane, and other family and friends.
Betty is survived by her son Stephen and his wife Lauren, her daughters Dawn Valla and
her husband Dan, Stephanie Kassman and her husband Mark, and her stepdaughters
Barbara McCane and Cathy Sehlhorst, Grandchildren Noelle, Natalie, Nathaniel, Nevan
and Nicole Valla, Joshua Kassman, Noah Sehlhorst, Deana Glazer, Maggie Wiseman,
Sabrina McCane, Great Grandchildren Daphne and Sean Glazer, Jade McCane and
Declan, MeiMei, Bishop and Dani Wiseman, and many other family and friends.
Betty graduated from Taylor High School on D-Day, June 6, 1944. After high school, she
attended some night school and worked at Shillitos. She met Linus at Sehlhorst the
Florist, and they were married on August 10, 1963. After their wedding, she moved to
Delhi to live at the greenhouse, where she worked for decades with him and the family.
They moved back to Rittenhouse Hill where they built a house in 1974 on the family farm.
Betty was a member of Cleves Presbyterian Church, and later became Catholic and was a
member of St. Joseph.
Betty was very active in her community and was a very generous person. She was
involved with PTA, Band Boosters, Eastern Star, Girl Scouts, Miami Township Senior
Center, Three Rivers Historical Society, and Ohio State Historical Society. Betty was in the
First Families of Hamilton County and Ohio State, and finally was able to get into the
Daughters of the American Revolution after Dawn found a missing piece of information.
Betty was a 70-year member of Ohio Sigma Master of Beta Sigma Phi sorority. She
volunteered at several places and delivered Meals on Wheels for many years. Her doors
were always open for anyone who needed a meal, a place to stay or a friendly

conversation. She was very dedicated to her kids and spent a lot of time driving them and
others to school events and fun places.
Betty spent the last 5.5 years at Bickford of Middletown. She really enjoyed her time there,
making new friends and being involved in all the activities and events. She spent the last
2.5 months at Hillspring Rehab. The family would like to thank the staffs of Bickford,
Hillspring and Hospice of Dayton for taking good care of their mother in her last years,
months and weeks.
Betty has donated her body to the UC Medical Center. Services will be held at a later date.
If you feel compelled, please donate to the charity of your choice in honor of Betty or
please do something kind for someone.

Cemetery
Maple Grove
Valley Junction Road
Cleves, OH, 45002

Comments

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Betty J Sehlhorst.

July 30 at 04:38 PM

“

Monetta McCarthy sent a virtual gift in memory of Betty J Sehlhorst

Monetta McCarthy - July 20 at 08:45 PM

“

A ray Sunshine is what Betty was to so very many. I first met Betty and Linus at the nursery
shopping for my spring flowers. Then meeting Betty again at the Taylor Band meeting for
parents. Betty never met a stranger she was the most loving lady anyone could have as a
friend. I will miss our phone calls and her smiling face. Heaven sure gain a beautiful angel
and all of us loss a wonderful friend. Love you my sweet friend, now rest in peace.
Monetta McCarthy - July 20 at 08:51 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tom Ratterman - July 20 at 08:08 PM

“

Thanks for sharing.
STEPHANIE L KASSMAN - July 20 at 11:17 PM

“

I just heard about Aunt Betty's passing from cousin Larry. I am Adrian's daughter and
have not met many of you, cousins, since I have lived all my life in Arizona. I want to
extend my sympathy to each and every one of you. I wish I would have been able to
get to know Aunt Betty. She sounds like a wonderful lady that will really be missed. I
will be praying for all of you family and friends. God bless you all.
Diane (Sehlhorst) Bennin

Diane Bennin - July 20 at 05:37 PM

“

Thank you Diane. Dawn, Stephen and I were the tail end of the cousins since we were from
Linus' second marriage I think I met you and your parent's maybe 1 time that I remember.
She was a great person and a wonderful Mom. She moved up closer to me after she broke
her hip - it was really nice having her 15 minutes away. I was an hour away before then. I'm
sorry for the loss of your husband earlier this year.
STEPHANIE L KASSMAN - July 20 at 11:09 PM

“

Stephanie, Stephen and Dawn,
I am so sorry to hear about your mom. I have such good memories of the times she
helped with Job’s Daughters. Whenever I saw her she just lit up with pride telling me
what you all were up to. She will be greatly missed.
Donna Puckett Imfeld

Donna Imfeld - July 20 at 04:34 PM

“

“

Thank you Donna. Job's was a fun time. Hope you are doing well.
STEPHANIE L KASSMAN - July 20 at 11:10 PM

Stephanie, I hope that you and your family are doing ok. It's got to be hard for all of
you to lose 2 such special people so close together. I will say some prayers for al of
you. Renee Haley

Renee Haley - July 20 at 04:08 PM

“

Thanks Renee. Both our Moms weren't unexpected, but both kind of happened quicker
than we thought.
STEPHANIE L KASSMAN - July 20 at 11:12 PM

“

I met Betty over the phone back in the late 1990's as she and I are Rittenhouse
distant cousins. Our mutual relatives Captain William Rittenhouse and Joseph
Rittenhouse were brothers. I had been up to Rittenhouse Road but never had the
chance to meet her in person for which I regret now. She helped me so much with
our family tree and without her I would have been stuck. She was a very friendly
helpful person and she will be missed.

Christine Rittenhouse Perry - July 20 at 01:06 PM

“

She was so proud of her Rittenhouse heritage. She had part of her obituary written, but I
got 3 or so phone calls reminding me to put it in when I wrote it. Thanks for your help with
the family tree.
STEPHANIE L KASSMAN - July 20 at 11:15 PM

“

Betty was such a great lady! She loved our local history and had good reason to be
proud of her pioneer heritage. The Rittenhouse Farm Deed even was signed by
James Monroe; the old house that she grew up in was surrounded by a old log cabin.
Of course she was dismayed when it was tore down. Some of the original chestnut
beams were saved. She shared her memories and items with the local history
organizations and the museum.
We used to talk to Betty and Linus every week after church at St. Joe's. She was
kind and extremely friendly neighbor.
Tom and Carol Ratterman

Tom Ratterman - July 20 at 09:56 AM

“

Thank you Tom. I was going to look up your number and give you a call. You were good
neighbors to them.
Stephanie Kassman - July 20 at 09:59 AM

“

Betty was an excellent mother and very committed to educating her children. Her home
was filled with books, learning materials and educational toys of all kinds. She was always
so energetic and worked very hard taking care of everyone else. She was easy to talk to
and had a way of making others feel very important. I would say she was my inspiration for
becoming a teacher, which was a career I enjoyed for 40 years. Betty will be greatly missed
and will be thought of often. Her impact on others will carry on for generations to come!!
RIP, lovely lady!!

Kristina Sehlhorst - July 20 at 11:00 AM

“

I met Betty through our membership in Beta Sigma Phi and was able to present her with
her 70 year membership celebration this past year. She was a beautiful lady and was
always a joy to talk with. She will be greatly missed. Pat Hughes Laaker
Pat Hughes Laaker - July 23 at 09:23 PM

“

8 files added to the album Memories Album

STEPHANIE L KASSMAN - July 19 at 12:43 AM

“

11 files added to the tribute wall

STEPHANIE L KASSMAN - July 18 at 11:37 PM

